The American unconventional warrior is legendary. Our first lessons of the
Revolution show how "irregulars" often confounded conventional European
forces. Over time, this lesson was forgotten, it was felt that the
unconventional warrior was unnecessary... a thing of the past. It was
believed that "smart bombs" and computers had replaced versatile men on
the ground. Time has demonstrated the folly of that. Now these forces
comprise one of our most valuable, versatile and unique military assets. It
is ironic that, that this new millennium, should begin with American soldiers
once again astride horses, pursuing an elusive enemy.

U.S. Army Special Forces - the "Green Berets" - never forgot their
antecedents and epitomize the courage and flexibility of the American
warrior whether on horseback in Afghanistan, riding elephants in the
jungles of the China-Burma-India Theater in World War Il, dropping 20,000
feet at night into Vletnam or skung across the borders of the Iron Curtain.

For over fifty years, from Vietnam through "Iraqi Freedom" our
elite soldiers have performed the most dangerous, sensitive and
challenging missions worldwide. With little fanfare or recognition,
often misrepresented or misunderstood, these unsung heroes
commit thier lives and the well-being of their families to us.

The Monument

During the winter of 2001/2002, U.S. Special fought their way
through the desolate mountains of Northern Afghanistan... on
horseback... During the days they fought the Taliban, during the
nights they cared for sick and injured villagers wherever they
were. Their small teams cleared areas in thirty days that the
soviet army failed to clear in ten years of occupation...

And nobody knows...

Their remarkable performance in the Global War on Terror is



only the latest in half a century of legendary achievements that
cry out for worthy public recognition and honor by a country that
owes them so much.

This particular sculpture was chosen for many reasons. Most
importantly to us, it was created in close cooperation with the
Special Forces community, and finds great support there. Of
almost equal consideration is the fact that this piece, even in
small scale, stirs patriotism and fervent support wherever seen. It
uses the quintessential American image of a mounted warrior to
portray the unique capabilities, courage and spirit of these
heroes. This image weaves a thread of continuity, for the viewer,
through our nation’s history, connecting our cultural heritage,
from Paul Revere through today. It preserves an important
moment in history in a unique and inspirational way, while
accurately portraying our modern Special Forces in action.




Standing 16 feet tall, this monument will be
an unforgettable experience for all generations!

The Initiative

The Post 911 Foundation, is the result of a grass-roots
movement to create the nation’s first publically accessible
monument to our U.S. Army Special Forces. The budget provides
for two castings in life-and-a-half scale. One to be gifted, (upon
successful negotiations with the Army), to the Special Forces
home at the JFK Special Warfare Center and School, Ft.
Bragg,NC. A most fitting site, this gift from a grateful people, will
allow graduating "Green Berets" to find inspiration in their
nation’s gratitude. The purpose of the second casting is to allow
Americans and their children to publically honor these elite
warriors and to remember the courage, dedication and sacrifice
freely given by our armed forces for the protection and
preservation of our freedoms. To that end, the second casting will
be gifted to an appropriate high-visibility public site, hopefully
within NYC.

The plan calls for project to be divided into three phases, each
to coincide with a fundraising target goal.

(1.) Enlarging and
sculpting

(2.) Molding and
casting

(3.) Final delivery
and installation.
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Your tax-deductible gift will build this monument

This project is estimated to take 18 to 24 months from the
beginning of work to completion. The sculpting and final assembly
will take place at the artist's studio in Kentucky. For our major
donors, the Foundation plans to hold a "pre-cast" unveiling,
artist's talk and reception at the studio mid project, date TBA.

Help create this monument now!
For generations to come!!

This monument needs the support of Americans of all

gifting abilities to succeed!!!



Artist Statement

To me, this piece has meaning on many levels. First and
foremost, it captures a fascinating moment in our history, the
first American soldiers to ride into combat in half a century. When
I first saw photos of this, I was struck by the visual irony of a
21st century high tech warrior mounted on an ancient Afghan
mountain horse, two different worlds coming together to strive
for a common goal, freedom from oppression. I then also see the
symbolism in the western, high-tech culture working
symbiotically with an ancient eastern one, showing that east and
west can cooperate and both have things to offer the other.

The members of the Special Forces A team I worked with
arrived in Afghanistan very early in the Enduring Freedom
campaign, with no knowledge they would be riding horses into



combat. None had riding experience save their Captain.
Undaunted, they spent the next thirty days in the saddle fighting
with our Northern Alliance "partners" in the rugged, isolated,
mountains of northern Afghanistan, relentlessly pursing Taliban
forces. Joined by other rebel groups, this unique force numbered
almost 2,000 mounted soldiers when this particular campaign
ended with the liberation of the northern city, Mazar-e Sharif.
According to their Captain, "It looked like something out of
Lawrence of Arabia".

Having been a professional horse trainer for 18 years made the
research of the Afghan horses fairly straightforward. In this part
of the world there are no "breeds" per se, though there are a few
distinct "types". The horse depicted in this piece would be
described as a "Lokai" (an eastern based breed) with a heavy
"Tersk" influence. The Tersk blood was introduced into the area
by the Soviets in an effort to "improve" local stock and is
basically an Arabic based breed. The Lokai is a breed which came
to the area with its tribal breeders centuries ago. Due to cultural
intricacies, only stallions are ridden in war. This stallion stands
15.2 "hands" (there being 4 inches to a hand), and though it is
rather unkempt, it is none the less a magnificent animal. The tack
portrayed in the piece is very traditional, though there is a wide
variety of tack in such a diverse area. The tasseled breast collar



keeps the flies off the chest and legs.

The research of the soldier proved to be more of a challenge.
After much study, I felt confident I had a good feel for what the
Special Forces soldier would look like on a mission of this nature.
Respecting the historical importance of the piece, I felt accuracy
was an integral part of the sculpture, yet preserving my artistic
vision. Fortunately I was invited to visit Ft. Campbell, KY and
meet with the members of 5th Special Forces Group ODA-595,
who had just returned from riding in the winter campaign. They
shared with me photos from the campaign, equipment, even
some horse tack they had brought back (in a rubber bag, it was
so smelly!!). During the meeting, it became clear that the soldier
as sculpted was completely inaccurate. The required changes
necessitated a six week resculpt, but was well worth the effort. I
cannot thank the leadership and soldiers of 5th Special Forces
Group, ODA-595 enough for their willingness to help ensure the

The Post 911 Foundation has decided to raise funds to produce
this piece in life-and-a-half scale. I am very pleased by this
decision because I feel this is the perfect size for an outdoor
sculpture. It has continually amazed me how dramatically a three
dimensional object visually shrinks when placed outside. This



piece at 18 inches has excited people, at 16 feet the impact
should be stunning. I believe it will be a uniquely stimulating and
inspirational monument, one that the public will easily relate to.
My studio is estimating the work to take approximately 18 to 24
months. This piece, in this scale, will be very challenging, both
artistically and structurally, we can't wait to begin!

»

Douwe Blumberg, sculptor

Douwe Blumberg, (pronounced "Dow", a Dutch name) the
creator and sculptor of "De Oppresso Liber" came to his art career
by a rather circuitous route.

L Y

Born of two amateur artists, his natural artistic gifts were
obvious from the beginning. During a childhood that was almost a
continual art education, he spent formative years in Europe being
exposed to the western artistic traditions. Later he attended the
University of Southern California's prestigious Idyllwild School of
the Arts and Music Campus. This was followed up with four years
of sculpture/jewelry and metal working education during which he



won many national interscholastic competitions. During this time
he apprenticed at an art foundry where he was introduced to
every aspect of creating a bronze.

Upon graduation however, he did not pursue an art career.
Instead, he became a professional horse trainer, a career he
pursued for 18 years. Art was shelved while he grew his business,
purchased a barn outside Los Angeles and started a family.
Gradually, however, he began sculpting again, albeit part time,
and began accepting commissions. As this business grew, he was
forced to make a choice between the two careers, his lifelong
passion of sculpting won out. He closed his barn in 2000.

Considering the relatively short time he has been able to devote
his full energies to sculpting, he has been blessed with
considerable success. He has completed well over 100 private
commissions, has numerous awards and worldwide collectors to
his credit. Recent achievements include: winning the 2003 ADEX
design award, winner 2002 Leonard J. Meiselman award in
Sculpture from the American Academy of Equine Artists. 2003
saw the completion of a life-size commission for Mr. and Mrs.
William Shatner, the unveiling of a life-size monument for the
United Professional Horseman’s Association, and the recent
installation of a small version of "De Oppresso Liber" at the JFK
Special Warfare Museum

He currently lives in Louisville, KY while still maintaining a west
coast studio as well.






